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each with a group-life, a group-will, to enrich the
imagination. Their significance assuredly we may
not deny.
Yet, so we are told, the State itself, the society
of which they form part, is mysteriously One
above them. ' Everywhere the One comes before
the Many. All Manyness has its origin in Oneness
and to Oneness it returns. Therefore all order
consists in the subordination of Plurality to Unity,
and never and nowhere can a purpose that is
common to Many be effectual unless the One rules
over the Many and directs the Many to the
goal. . . . Unity is the root of all, and therefore
of all social existence/ Here is no mystic thought
from the East, but a sober German jurist dealing
with the essential political thought of the medieval
world. Unity, it is clear, there finds laudation
enough. And the State as the expression of that
unity enjoys a similar benediction. It, too, must
be one and indivisible. Trade-unionists and capi-
talists alike must surrender the interests of their
smaller and antithetic group-persons to the larger
demands of that all-embracing One, the State. Of
that One it is first that you are part; only in
secondary fashion do you belong to church or class
or race. In the One differences become har-
monised, disappear. There are no rich or poor,
Protestants or Catholics, Republicans or Demo-
crats, but all are members of the State. The
greatest of ideas takes all others to itself. 'All